Purpose of Website - Website Planning

Whether your website is for business or personal interest, there are a number of things you have to consider before you start actually building your site. The first step should be deciding on the purpose of the website.

Purpose of Website - Why are you building this website?

Ask yourself, "Why am I building this website?" 

· Are you building this site to make money from your website?

· To share information?

· or for your friends and family to keep in touch?

The purpose of the website will influence the style, the website technologies required, hosting costs and budget required for your website.

Make Money with Website

A site built to make money from your website will require things like a way for the visitor to pay for the items, a shopping cart if you have a lot of things for them to purchase and security features to protect the purchaser's information. To give a good impression of your business your site needs to give a professional appearance. 

Websites Built to Share Information

A website to share information may not require as many features as a site that sells something. One thing you have to consider is if you are going to allow visitors to add comments or additional resources to your site. This would require additional features from your website hosting.

Websites Built for Family and Friends

Family and friends websites would have a less formal feel. For this type of site you would also have to consider if your family and friends will be permitted to automatically add to the content of your website. Again, this would require additional features from your website hosting.

To read more on “Purpose of a Website”, look at the next page
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Whether you are building from scratch or doing a redesign of your existing site, it is really important to examine the reasons you have a website at all. Sound obvious? It isn’t. If you look at your own favorite sites, you will find that they serve many different purposes. you need to explore the various types of sites and determine which one suits your goal. A site may have several purposes at once.
The most basic site is informational. This is a site that tells a potential customer or visitor what your business is, where it’s located, its hours, how to contact you and maybe a bit more. These sites are fast and easy to construct and usually only involve a page or two. All sites have some basic information on them.
The next is a site that educates and/or is used as a reference. It might be a site like Wikipedia, PBS, National Geographic, Fun Brain, NGA or it could be a health site with information on conditions or illnesses.
Some sites are inspirational. They provide you with stories and photography and music on various topics like personal development, spirituality, psychology and new age practices.
Promotional sites are also common. They generally promote a celebrity, a rock band, an author, a product and more.
Then there are those that entertain. While YouTube certainly has educational and inspirational purposes, it is most often turned to for its entertainment value. 
Finally, there are e-commerce sites. These sites exist primarily to sell you something. Amazon.com is one. Ebay is another. The best e-commerce sites combine many of the features of other sites (education, entertainment, etc.).

